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1. BRIAN HILL, FIRST ASST. SECRETARY, COMMODITY 
POLICY, DEPT. OVERSEAS TRADE, CALLED IN EMBASSY OEFICER 
FEB. 1 1 TO DISCUSS CONAKRY MEETING AND PUBLIC STATEMENT 
ISSUED LATE EEB. 8 BY OVERSEAS TRADE MINISTER CAIRNS. 

THIS WAS FIRST TIME GOA OFFICIAL HAS VOLUNTEERED TO 
DISCUSS AUSTRALIA'S POSITION ON BAUXITE GROUPING. 

CANADIANS, JAPANESE AND PERHAPS OTHER MISSIONS ALSO 
BEING CALLED IN. 

2. HILL'S BRIEF PRESENTATION, LIKE CAIRNS' STATEMENT, 

WAS SHORT ON SUBSTANCE. BOTH JUSTIEIED GOA PARTICIPATION 
IN TERMS OF SUPPORTING "INCREASED COOPERATION" AMONG 
EXPORTERS OF BAUXITE, WHILE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT LEGITIMATE 
INTERESTS OF IMPORTERS. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT QUESTIONS 
DID ELICIT SOME FURTHER INEORMATION FROM HILL. OFFICIALS 
WILT. MEET ON FEB. 28 TO PREPARE WAY FOR MINISTERIAL 
MEETING "WITHIN A WEEK ". FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESEE 
WILL ATTEND VICE CAIRNS, WHO ORIGINALLY INTENDED TO GO 
BUT HAD TO CHANGE PLANS FOR "PERSONAL REASONS. " HILL, 

WHO ATTENDED BELGRADE MEETING, AND OFFICIALS DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND OF MINERALS AND ENERGY, WILL ALSO 
ATTEND. 

3. HILL ENVISAGES NO DIEFICULTIES IN OFFICIALS IRONING 

OUT ANY DISAGREEMENTS ON DRAFT AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL BAUXITE ASSOCIATION (IGBA) IN 
TIME FOR MINISTERS TO SIGN AGREEMENT WITHIN WEEK. HOW- 
EVER, HE REFUSED TO SAY WHETHER DRAFT PROVIDES FOR 
BUFFER STOCK OR OTHER MECHANISM TO INFLUENCE SUPPLIES 
AND PRICES. HE DID CONCEDE THAT IGBA WILL HAVE A 
PERMANENT SECRETARIAT (LOCATION STILL UNCERTAIN) BUT 
THAT DRAET AGREEMENT DOES NOT PROVIDE EOR CONSUMER 
COUNTRY PARTICIPATION IN IGBA. HILL SAID NO FRICTION 
ON IGBA EXISTS BETWEEN CAIRNS AND MINERALS AND ENERGY 
MINISTER CONNOR, MAINTAINING IT ESTABLISHED PRACTICE FOR 
TRADE MINISTER TO HANDLE ALL INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATIONS 
ON MINERALS TRADE. MCGOLDRICK, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
REPORTING TO HILL, TOOK OCCASION TO PROVIDE "UNOFFICIALLY" 
COPY OF PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM'S STATEMENT IN TOKYO 
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(REE C) LAST OCTOBER STRESSING THAT GOA WILL NOT SEEK 
TO EXPLOIT DEPENDENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES ON AUSTRALIAN 
RESOURCES. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: HILL PROVIDED LITTLE NEW INFORMATION 
BUT DID SIGNAL GOA'S CONCERN THAT US AND OTHER IMPORTERS 
NOT REACT NEGATIVELY TO IGBA CONCEPT. OTHER SOURCES HAVE 
INDICATED THAT CONNOR, NORMALLY RESENTEUL OF ANY IN- 
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CURSIONS BY OTHER MINISTERS INTO "RESOURCES DIPLOMACY", 

HAS CLASHED WITH CAIRNS, WHO STRONGLY SUPPORTS GOA 
ROLE IN IGBA. DESPITE HIS SINCERITY AND HONESTY, HILL 
WAS NOT WHOLLY CONVINCING THAT NO CAIRNS-CONNOR FRICTION 
EXISTS ON THIS MATTER OR THAT CAIRNS WILLINGLY AGREED 
THAT WILLESEE SHOULD HEAD GOA DELEGATION VICE HIMSELF. 

HARROP 
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